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_______________________________________________________
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Title of Lesson/Unit:  
U.S. Policy toward Native Americans:  What if it had been different?
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Relevant Content Topic(s)/Course Title(s): 
Freshman Humanities / U.S. History I
“Westward Expansion”
_______________________________________________________________________

State Social Studies Standards Addressed:

Standard No.

Indicator


Standard No.

Indicator

6.1


A) 1- 5


6.4


F) 2
6.6 D) 1,3,5

E) 1,7,8
Course-Specific Curriculum Objectives:

· “read and analyze a variety of literary and historical works and primary sources”
· “read for bias in primary sources and other texts”
· “collaborate by sharing ideas, examples and insights formally and informally with an emphasis on listening to others and respecting their opinions
· “research, organize and prepare formal written / spoken presentations effectively”
Length of instructional period:  
84 minutes
How many periods needed to implement lesson unit: 
3 – 4 blocks
Grade Level(s) for use: 
Grade 9
Objectives:

1. Students will review previous (earlier grades) knowledge of U.S. government policy toward Native Americans from the years 1789-1865 and generate new knowledge of conflicts between 1865 and 1890.
2.
Students will enhance their argumentation and public speaking skills by debating the merits of U.S. government policy toward Native Americans.
3. 
Students will enhance their critical thinking skills by hypothesizing about what how the U.S. would be different today if another policy had been pursued by the U.S. government.
Materials: 
· “The Great Debate” project sheet (see attached)
· “Conflict between European colonists…” notes sheet (see attached)
· History textbook (see “bibliography”)
· Computer with internet access
· Film:  “Dances With Wolves,” 1990.
Procedures:
Block 1-2:

1. Distribute “The Great Debate sheet”.  Explain, etc.

2. For the remainder of the block, students will do background research (you can carry this over into the next day).  At the end of the block, students are to declare their position for the debate.

3. For homework, students are to complete their outlines for the debate.

Block 2-3:

1. Split the classroom in half.  Students will go to their self-selected “sides”.

2. Each group of students will appoint a group leader to deliver an opening address, developed by all the group members.

3. Each leader delivers the opening address, and the debate begins.

4. If you wish, you can interject at any point with questions, factual correction/clarification, etc.

5. For homework, students are to reflect on their class experience.  These reflections will serve as the basis of a debriefing discussion.

Block 3-4:

1.  Conduct a debriefing discussion around the core themes of historical memory, inevitability, etc.  Hopefully, students will have a more nuanced understanding of U.S. government policy toward Native Americans.
Assessment of Student Performance: 
· The outline that students prepare for the debate is collected and graded.
· The discussion can be scored either holistically or anecdotally.

· A unit test on Westward Expansion follows this activity.

Bibliography (Provide complete documentation for print and electronic sources used in the lesson.)

1. 
Danzer, Gerald, et. al., editors.  The Americans: Reconstruction to 


the 21st Century.   Evanston, IL: McDougal Littel Inc., 2003.
2.
various websites on the subject, most notably:

 
http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/lesson_plans/lesson03.htm 
3.
Costner, Kevin, director.  “Dances With Wolves.”  MGM / UA Studios, 


1990.
4.  
see original sources on following pages…
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Conflict between European colonists and Native Americans

1570 - Iriquois Confederacy formed.  First major organization of different tribes under one central government.

1610's - Jamestown, Virginia settlement.  Chief Powhatan tries to drive out the English colonists, caputures Capt. John Smith (leader).  Pocahantas, Powhatan's daughter, saves the life of Smith.

1621 - First Thanksgiving takes place at Plymouth, Massachusetts.  Native leader Massasoit agrees to a peace treaty with the English settlers ("Pilgrims").  Squanto and Samoset help Pilgrims farm.

1622 - In Jamestown, Natives kill about 350 settlers.  Colonists fight back, drive the Natives out of the area.

1636 - Pequot War:  English settlers in Connecticut burn a Pequot village, massacre hundeds of Natives.  Pequots are driven off their land.  Go to Foxwoods to find out more...

1675 - "King Philip's" War:  "King Philip" was the Wampanoag leader.  Natives inflict heavy settler losses in New England frontier towns.  Natives are ultimately defeated, and New England settlers face limited resistance from this point on.

1670's - Bacon's Rebellion:  Nathaniel Bacon, a Virginia frontiersman, leads a war against frontier Native villages.  The Royal Government condemns the attacks, but Bacon is supported by the settlers.  Bacon was eventually hanged for treason.  As a result of all this, Natives lose more land.

1689-1748 - King William's War (1689-97), Queen Anne's War (1702-13), King George's War (1744-48).  Conflicts fought between Natives and settlers.  British and French governments fight one another in the New World, using the Natives and settlers to do so.  These conflicts culminate in…

1754 to 1763 - French & Indian War:  Conflict between British/Iriquois and French/Algonquin.  Earlier wars that led up to this conflict are listed above.  English win, France is kicked out of the continental U.S.  This is bad for the Natives, as the French were generally more friendly toward them.  Why?  One reason is that land was less crowded in the Midwest, where most French settlers were (most English settlers were along the Eastern seaboard).

1763 – Pontiac’s Rebellion:  Ottawa Chief Pontiac gets a group of tribes to help him fight English settlers.  The group breaks up and rebellion fails when no help comes from the French.

1787 – Northwest Ordinance:  Creates the territories of present-day Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Ohio, Minnesota, Iowa, and Missouri.  This lays out the plan for the settlement of the Northwest Territory.

1789 – U.S. Constiution is ratified.  U.S. government (Congress) takes office for the first time, George Washington is appointed as first President.

1790 – Shawnee warriors forced retreat of U.S. troops under Josiah Harmar.

1791 – Miamis and other tribes under Chief Little Turtle defeat U.S. Army regiment commanded by Arthur St. Clair.

1794 – U.S. Army, led by Gen. Anthony Wayne, defeats Native force near Toledo, Ohio.  Treaty of Greenville makes Natives give up large amounts of land in Ohio and Indiana.

1803 – Louisiana Purchase:  Land of present-day Louisiana, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, the Dakotas, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado and Arkansas bought from France.  Lewis and Clark explore the new territory, led by Sacajawea (a Shoshone).

1811 – Battle of Tippecanoe:  Shawnee in Indiana & Illinois, led by Tecumseh and “The Prophet” (his brother), attack white settlements.  William Henry Harrison (later U.S. president), leads U.S. troops into battle.  Natives are defeated.  British weapons were found on the Natives, a major cause of the War of 1812.

1812 – Fort Dearborn Massacre (Illinois):  Natives kill a number of US soldiers and burn the fort.

1813 – Fort Mims Massacre (Alabama):  Creeks killed about 500 Americans and their Native allies.

1814 – Battle of Horseshoe Bend (Alabama):  In retaliation for Fort Mims, Andrew Jackson (later US president) defeated Creeks.  A resulting treaty forced Creeks to give up lands in Mississippi and Alabama.

1812-1814 – War of 1812:  US fights against British.  Most Native tribes side with the British.  War ends in a draw, Tecumseh is killed during the course of battle.

1818 – First Seminole War (Florida):  Andrew Jackson, invading Florida in retaliation for Seminole attacks on white settlements in Alabama & Georgia, defeats several tribes and seizes 2 Spanish towns.  This incident convinced Spain to sell Florida to the US.

1830 – Indian Removal Act:  Natives still living east of the Mississippi River (Cherokee, Creek, Chickasaw, Choctaw) will be forced to sell their land and move west, to present-day Oklahoma.

1832 - Black Hawk War (Illinois & Wisconsin):  Sauks and Foxes under Black Hawk refuse to leave Illinois.  They were chased into southern Wisconsin and were massacred by US troops at the Bad Axe River.

1835-1842 - Second Seminole War (Florida):  Seminoles, led by Osceola, fought against US troops seeking to transfer them to Oklahoma.  Osceola was imprisoned, and thousands of his followers were removed.  Others fled to the swamps and remained in Florida.

1838 - "Trail of Tears" begins.  Cherokee and other tribes are forcibly removed from their lands (mostly in western Georgia) and escorted by the US Army to Oklahoma (mostly barren land).

1846 - US agreement with Britain over Oregon territory (Oregon, Washington, Idaho).  This land now belongs to the US.

1847 - Whitman Massacre (Washington):  Cayuse, fearful of settlers and disease, kill missionaries Marcus and Narcissa Whitman, along with 12 others.

1847-1850 - Cayuse War (Oregon):  In retailiation for the Whitman Massacre, settlers waged war against the Cayuse.  Five Cayuse leaders finally surrendered and were hanged.

1846-1848 - Mexican-American War:  US fights Mexico.  US wins.  Result is that by 1853, all of present-day Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada & California belong to the US, not Mexico.

1848 - California Gold Rush:  Natives living in California are slaughtered by gold-seeking white settlers.  California Native population sinks from over 200,000 in 1848 to 17,000 by the 1870's.

1851 - Fort Laramie Agreement:  US government and Plains Indians representatives meet in Wyoming.  Natives agree to limit themselves to certain areas, US agrees to pay them in return.  The terms of the agreement are never followed.

1861-1886 - Apache warriors conduct many hit-and-run raids on white settlements in Arizona, Texas and New Mexico.  These finally ended with Geronimo's surrender in 1886.

1862 - Sioux uprising (Minnesota):  Threatened by starvation, Sioux under Little Crow conduct a campaign of murder and stealing.  About 450 people on both sides were killed, and 39 Sioux leaders were executed.

1863-1864 - Kit Carson trapped a group of Navajo warriors in Canyon de Chelly, Arizona.  They were forced to march 300 miles to eastern New Mexico, imprisoned for 4 years, then allowed to return to Arizona.

1863 Homestead Act - US Government passes land grant act encouraging settlers to move west.

SEE YOUR TEXTBOOK AND OTHER SOURCES FOR 1865-1890 AND UP TO PRESENT-DAY
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Analysis of "Dances With Wolves"

This epic film, released in 1990, won Kevin Costner a "Best Director" Academy Award.  Aren't you glad we're watching a real "movie" in here after all those boring documentaries? (By the way, I don't find them boring...)

We are watching this film because it portrays (fictitiously, there was no such person as Captain John Dunbar) the interaction/clash between Native Americans and white European Americans in the Great Plains (middle of the country) during the second half of the 1800's.  Obviously, Native Americans had already clashed with white European American settlers in the Eastern U.S. before, with disastrous results for the Natives (French & Indian War, "Trail of Tears," etc.)

As you watch Dances with Wolves, please take note of the following.  Use your textbook to add depth to your responses.  We will discuss these themes in class on Tuesday.  These come in no particular order in the film.  ENJOY!!!
1. What type of medical care is available to soldiers during the Civil War?  How does it differ for officers and enlisted men?

2. From the end of the Civil War (1865) to the Spanish-American War (1898), the U.S. Army's primary deployment was in the Plains, fighting the "Indian Wars."  What tactics did the Army use to fight against the Natives?

3. How does John Dunbar change over time?  What is his attitude when he first creates his post?  What is his attitude toward the end of the film?  Explain, paying attention to events/interactions in the film that change his perspective.

4. What is a stereotype?  How do stereotypes affect the thinking of the characters in the film?

5. What is assimilation?  How does Dunbar assimilate into Sioux culture?  How were Natives expected/forced to assimilate into white European American culture?

6. Two Native tribes are referenced in the film (Sioux and Pawnee).  How do their approaches differ in dealing with whites?  Which is the better approach?  Why do you think so?

7. Native Americans and white European Americans view natural resources and land differently.  Explain this difference, paying particular attention to the hunting/use of buffalo ("tatonka") and land ownership.

8. How do you view Dunbar's character?  Was the Army justified in treating him as they did?  Explain.

9. Agree or Disagree:  The U.S. government pursued the correct policy with regard to Native Americans.
Note:  How would the U.S. be different today if a different policy had been followed?  Explain!!
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Date:

The Great Debate

Probably the two most troubling aspects of our country's history are slavery (and overall treatment of African-Americans) and our government's policies and actions concerning Native Americans.  In the year 2005, the United States is arguably the most powerful nation in the world, both militarily and economically.  Many decisions and actions have taken place along the way to ensure this status; many people, both here in our country and abroad, have suffered as a result.

The Native American people have, without question, been negatively affected by the expansion policies of the colonial (1610-1781) and US governments (1781-present).  In watching "Dances With Wolves," doing your textbook study, and recalling your earlier education (middle school, etc.) about the subject, we would hope that you have thought a great deal about this aspect of our history.  Now is the time to act on those thoughts...

In class on Friday, we will debate the following statement:

Agree or Disagree:  The U.S. government pursued the best possible policy with regard to Native Americans.
To fully address the topic, bear in mind:

· How the US might be different today if another type of policy had been followed

· How other countries acted toward Native populations

· Whether the US committed a genocide against the Native American people
· Look at both past AND present, we are considering everything in the debate.
Here is what you'll do to prepare:
· Review your recent textbook work, and look further in the textbook for info outside our 1865-1920 time period.

· Review your "Dances With Wolves" analysis

· Review the "Conflict" notes sheet given to you

· Do research on your own

Products and due dates:

1. Outline of your position due on Friday.  It will be collected at the end of the debate.

2. Participation in Friday's debate will be graded!

3. Reflection on debate due Monday.

**  The detailed outline will contain:

· Your position on the statement (strongly agree - strongly disagree)

· The main points of your argument and counter-points that might refute your argument

· Research and facts to support your argument (internet, books, etc.)

**  The reflection will address the following;

· What was your position at the beginning of the debate?  Did it change over the course of the debate?  If so, why?  If not, why not?

· What were the strengths and weaknesses of the debate?  Be specific and explain.

· What are your suggestions for future class discussions/debate?  Be specific.

Some important reminders:

We reserve the right to move people between sides if we find it necessary - we want reasonably balanced "teams."  In your outline, remember to make both your argument and counter-argument STRONG!

During the debate, we will present opportunities for people to change sides.

We will call on people who raise their hands.  Since this counts as a grade, we will recognize "new" hands before "old" ones.  Take notes throughout the debate; you might forget what you want to say when it comes around to your turn.

Treat one another with RESPECT - you are intelligent young adults who are having a scholarly discussion.

We will evaluate the quality of your contributions more than the quantity - don't just talk just to hear yourself speak.

You can bring appropriate props with you on Froday if you wish (the agree side might have an US flag, for example)

HAVE FUN!!  We're excited; are you?

Your notes:

